Advances in transplantation 1940-2014.
The history of medicine is that what was inconceivable yesterday and barely achievable today often becomes routine tomorrow. Liver transplantation began with almost no resources at the same time as the tentative first steps were taken to land a man on the moon. Because human lives would be at stake, both objectives had a sacramental element from the outset: a solemnly binding commitment to perfection. The gift of an organ is really a gift of life, and something as valuable as a life-saving organ is more important to a suffering patient than wealth or power. The concept of a team approach to the care of the transplant patient is an important factor in the development of a successful program. This has resulted in recipient survival rates reaching 90% at one year.